
Rotary Club of Gettysburg, PA  
Monday ñ 12 noon ñ Gettysburg Hotel  

JUNE 14, 2010 

In observance of Flag Day, Jeffrey Gabel led us in a beautiful  

rendition of ñThe Star Spangled Banner  

 

ATTENDANCE  

ROTARIANSð 53 

GUESTS 
Wren Miller ðguest of John VanMeerbeke 
Dawn Wike & Laura Lippyð Philanthropy 

Pauline Petersonð guest of hubby Dick 

VISITING ROTARIANS  
Nick Vlahos ð- Hanover 

Matt Leininger ð- York 

On June 18, 2007 we issued the first ñtrial balloonò 

issue of the Battlefielder. It is hard to believe that we 

have been on this venture for three years! The 

weekly Bulletin has been such a joint, team effort. 

First of all, for each meeting week Jim schedules 

members to be ñreportersò. These people have been 

so willing and able 

to help.  

 

 Those ñreportersò 

then email their 

notes to be        

included in the 

weekly issue. Also 

to be commended are the officers, chairpeople and 

all who have  provided information about their con-

cerns for the membership.  

 

PLEASE tell Jim if you would like to ñreportò. We 

really do need help from the membership. If he has 

not asked you, you tell him ñyesò. (Maybe you could top 

Peteôs jokes!!!)  Just call us.  We need YOU!  

And we also would appreciate your comments and 

suggestions.  All will be gratefully received.  

 

THANKS  to EVERYONE  who has helped to make 

it possible for the Battlefielder to continue. Without 

your support it will not survive! 

The following members have served as reporters 

since June 2007.ðsome of them more than once,  

We hope we haven't missed anyoneð please call us 

if your name is not listed and should be.  

Names in italics are no longer members. 

 

Bettye Baker, Michael 

Birkner, Katrina Boucher, 

Lynn Cairns, Lisa      

Conklin, Ron Crawford, 

Todd Curl, Dale Dickey, 

Jody Dickey, Tom    

Dombrowsky, Jim       

Ekdahl, Barbara Ernico, 

Robin Fitzpatrick, Jeffrey Gable, Eric Gladhill,   

Chris Glatfelter, Bob Gough, Mark Grim, Fred 

Guinn, Bill Hall, Brad Hoch, Rosemary Hutchison, 

Greg Kalmus, John Kramb, Rob Lesher, Lance 

Lewis, Bob McQuaide, Carey Moore, Dotty Moul, 

John Murphy, Randy Parmentier, Jonathan Patrono, 

Dick Peterson, John Phillips, Jack Phillips, Jennifer 

Railing,  Pete Ricker, BJ Small, Lois Starkey, Carrie 

Stuart, and John VanMeerbeke.  

 

Thatôs an impressive list of helpers!  

 

 Thanks!  from Jim & Ellie  
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BOARD MEETING  

 
There will be a board meeting this Thursday, June 17, 
7:30 am, ACNB, Harrisburg Road 

 

ACCF READY TO HELP  
 

Barbara Ernico from the Adams County Community 

Foundation commented on the financial status of our 
local charities. She said that the State government didnôt  

expect the budget to pass, and would cut more funding 

from charities if needed. The Adams County Commu-
nity Foundation has brought together a community   

coalition and has been meeting with local legislators, 

and also with Todd Platts, our Federal Representative. 

Our local charities have no money reserves, and their 
lines of credit are maxed out and they already have   

substantial debt. Barbara said that the Community  

Foundation has put together a plan of action, and is   
prepared to launch this plan July 1st if needed. 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY UPDATE 
 

Our presentation today was by our own John Van Meer-

beke. John is the president of the 
local chapter of Habitat for Hu-

manity and he gave us an update 

on whatôs going on and what we 
can do to help in their mission. 

Habitat for Humanity is a non-

profit Christian housing   ministry. 

Their work is done in the name of 
Christ, but not to the   exclusion of 

other denominations. Habitat is 

the largest private homebuilder in 
the United States, and our local 

chapter recently passed its 25 year 

mark. Unfortunately there was no 
celebration planned to mark this 

occasion, but in the true spirit of 

the mission, the reason for this was because they were too 

busy building homes and helping families! 
 

The mission of Habitat is to challenge people of compas-

sion to work with people of need to build decent homes in 
decent neighborhoods for decent people who need them. 

Last year alone, Habitat for Humanity International 

touched over 550,000 families. Habitat for Humanity 
 

 

 

 
 

homebuyers have only a 2% foreclosure rate, which is 

lower than the national average of 

5%. 
 

For a homebuyer to qualify for aid 

from our local Habitat, they must 
meet specific requirements. 

They must: 

¶ Be a resident of Adams County 

¶ Currently live in unacceptable    

 housing 

¶ This new home must be their

 first home ownership 

¶ Live at or around the poverty 

 level 

¶ Qualify as people who are able 

  to make the mortgage payments 

¶ Contribute 500 hours of labor (ñsweat equityò) 
into building their own homes and the homes of 

others 
 

Credit checks are run on every applicant, and steps are 

taken to ensure that the homebuyer will be able to manage 

the mortgage on the home. John said that many families 
assume they donôt qualify for help from Habitat for     

(Continued on page 3) 

ROADSIDE CLEAN -UP DAY 
From Greg Kalmus 

 

Thank you for those who have signed up 
for Roadside Clean-Up this Saturday!!  

As a reminder, we will be meeting at the 

Burger King/ Staples parking lot at 7:30am.  We currently 
have 6 Rotarians signed up to help, it would be great to have 

4 more volunteers.  Please call me on my cell 410-207-1910 

or email me if you can attend.  I will have all equipment 

needed so you don't have to bring anything. Thank you so 
much in advance!!!   

PSð- It counts as a Make-Up for a missed meeting!! 

 
  

Two President Johnsð Habitat and Rotary  

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY UPDATE  
Please make the following changes in your Directory: 

Resigned:  Ann Cowden 

      Rosemary Hutchison 
Mike Hanson has a new email address-(if we didnôt tell 

you before)  lhpoamanager@embarqmail.com 



TT HISHIS   WEEKWEEKõõSS  REPORTERREPORTER  

 Katrina Boucher  

TT HANKHANK   YYOUOU!!  

50/50  
Our winner today was Jack Phillips who won 

  a grand total of $44.00 

(Matt Leininger would like a refund on his 
50/50 ticket purchase.) 

HAPPY BUCK S 
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J Jack Phillips was happy for winning the 50/50 

J Jeffrey Gabel had two happy bucks today-          

$1 because the Majestic hosted a regional arts 
conference for 150 people and it was a great time, 

and another $1 for the keynote address that Jim 

Getty did about how much President Lincoln    

valued the arts 

J Bill Railing was also ñdoublyò happy today. One 

buck was for President John, who has been recog-

nized as a certified tour ambassador, and in recog-

nition of awards received by the Adams County 
Winery. Billôs second happy buck was for the  

article in the Gettysburg Times about Rotarian 

Barbara Ernico. Great article! 

J (Need help on this one??) Bill Hall was happy to 

honor 240 military warriorsé. 

J Paul Martin was happy to celebrate his 10th     

wedding anniversary with a trip to Jamaica, and 

also happy to celebrate his sonôs 1st birthday. 

J (Help! I couldnôt hear this one either) Sharon 

DeOms Geleta ?? 

J Dave Laughman was very happy to celebrate his 

daughter and son-in-lawôs wedding last weekend. 

J President John had a great big happy buck for the 

Gettysburg Hotel for buying a new microphone. 

Woo-hoo!   
(Ed.note:  Letôs be sure to use the new microphone for 

Happy Bucks!! ) 

 

PHILANTHROPY  

 
Sharon DeOms Geleta presented a check for $650.00 to  
the local SPCA. Laura Lippy, the SPCA coordinator, and 

Dawn Wike, the shelter manager, thanked us for the      

donation and brought to our attention that only 8% of the 

shelterôs $500,000 budget comes from municipalities, and 
that our donation will be used to purchased new surgery 

instruments for spay surgeries. Thank you, Laura and 

Dawn, for doing what you do and providing a home and 
care for all of Godôs creatures. 

Dawn Wike, and Laura Lippy from the SPCA    
receive a check from Philanthropy chair Sharon 
DeOms Geleta and President John. 

Humanity because they believe they make too much or 

too little money. If you know of a family who needs a 

safe, decent home, please direct them Johnôs way to 
see if they may qualify for help from Habitat. 

 

Habitat has an on-going need for appliances for the 
homes, labor help, financial contributions, and also for 

land to build on at a good cost. Please keep these needs 

in mind, and John also asked us each to consider a 
modest financial contribution to the Adams County 

Habitat for Humanity. If you would like to make a do-

nation, or if you have any questions, please feel free to 

call our local Habitat for Humanity at 717-334-5557. 
Thank you, John, for that great update. Please let us 

know what we can continue to do to help. 

 

(Continued from page 2) HABITAT  
 


