
Rotary Club of Gettysburg, PA  
Monday ñ 12 noon ñ Gettysburg Hotel  

April 19, 2010 

ATTENDANCE  

 

ROTARIANSð   53 
HONORARYï  

Connie Farabaugh & Ellie Sheen 

 

EXCHANGE STUDENT 
Mary Sherman  and Cheryl Sherman 

 

GUESTS 
Lawrence Hornbakeð guest of Kevin Mahoney 

Mick Belesfordï guest of Graham Norman 

Martin Feesð guest of Ab. Rainbow 
Dick Crenshaw and Dick Hermanï guests of Jim Sheen 

 

VISITING ROTARIAN  
Graham NormanððUK 

Terry Hicks and Paul Van Nestï both of Kingston,  

 Ontario ...and they brought three of their 
 friends with them.  

 ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

ß Carrie Stuart mentioned the Economic Summit put 

on by the Chamber on April 21st at Herrôs Tavern; 

 

ß John Phillips stated that he was cleaning out his 

office and discovered a cache of Rotarian apparel.  

Jennifer Railing handsomely modeled a scarf creat-

ing interest in what John had to offer.  I purchased a 
tie; 

 

ß Kevin Mahoney reminded everyone of the pasta 

dinner.  Although it appears that we have enough 

volunteers, others are welcome to test their skill at 

slinging spaghetti; 

 

ß Jennifer Railing announced the Rotary Mixer and 

fun for all. Come out and mingle.  However, itôs a 

cash bar; 
 

 

Notes from President:  President John had nothing to 

say and did so. 

PHILANTHROPY  
Sharon DeOms Geleta presented John Perry, of Mid-Penn 

Legal Services, with a check for $200.   

I  noticed, out of the corner of my eye, that John and Jack 
Phillips and Bob McQuaide were eyeing the presentation 

with anticipation. 

TT HISHIS   WEEKWEEKõõSS  REPORTERREPORTER  

PETE RICKER   

TT HANKHANK   YYOUOU!!  

50/50  

 Bill Hall wisely chose the winning ticket 
and walked away with this weekôs         

winnings.  I believe the winnings were   

$38.  Yeah, I know.  Iôm a banker.  How 

could I miss that! 

Jeffrey Gabel performed the invocation by singing a 
prayer that his family often sang at evening meals when 

he was growing up. 

 

President John introduced a band of singing Canadians 
passing through our fair town.  They started with the Ca-

nadian National Anthem accompanied by piano and any 

Rotarian that knew the words.  There was a lot of lip 
syncing again.  After a rousing and heart felt sing along of 

the anthem, the Canadians respectfully led us in a rendi-

tion of the Star-Spangled Banner. 

FUTURE PROGRAMS 
 

April 26 ð-Rob Lesher's presentation with the GSEs;  

May 3 ð  Judy Alder's classification talk;  
May 10 ð  Ray Ficca from the Totem Pole Playhouse;  

May 17 ð Bob Gough with a presentation on Adams 

County Community Foundation and Rotary Club of  
Gettysburg Benevolent Fund; 

May 24 ð Exchange Student presentation 

 May 31ð NO MEETING 

 June 7 ð Warren Gittlen of Elizabethtown Club will be 
sharing a human interest story;   

June 14 ð  Exchange Student presentation. 
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PROGRAM 

Graham Norman, our friend and fellow Rotary member 
at Sandy, which is in Bedfordshire, located in the United 

Kingdom, made a presentation on a little known air field 

three miles North of Sandy on the old ñRomanò road.  

The Great North Road flows into a village called 
Tempsford.  There is a disused airfield that dates back to 

World War II (WWII).  This airfield was top secret and 

used as a staging ground to move secret agents, both men 
and women and supplies into war torn Europe.  To this 

day, some details of what went on at the airfield remain 

top secret and covered under the Official Secrets Acts.  
The airfield was under the orders of the Special Opera-

tions Executive (SOE) based at 64 Baker Street in Lon-

don.   

 
Grahamôs presentation was made up of many photos of 

the Gibraltar Farm, which was littered with outbuildings 

and farm equipment.  This gave an impression of a work-
ing farm and camouflaged its real purpose.   Under sta-

tion commander, E. ñMouseò Fielden, various aircraft, 

like the Whitley, Halifax, Hudson, Stirling and Westland 
Lysander, also known as the Flying Carrot/Lizzie, were 

utilized to transport men, women and supplied directly 

into hot spots in Europe.  The Flying Carrot was de-

scribed by Graham as an example of a flawed or failed 
aircraft design, but one with redeeming characteristics.  

Although only having space for three occupants, the 

plane had the ability to land and take off within the 
length of a football field, had a cruising speed of 170 

mph and was able to transverse long distances because of 

an added fuel tank located under the fuselage and be-

tween fixed landing wheels.  Generally, missions were 
conducted during times of full moon.  This earned flyers 

in the group the name Moon Squadron   Flight operations 

were so successful that it invited the wrath of Adolf Hit-
ler as he was quoted as saying, ñFind this nest of Vipers 

and destroy itò.  Of course, THEY NEVER DID!!!!! 

 
Graham highlighted names of men and women who put 

their lives in harms way and those that paid the ultimate 

price.  Stories of how some of them died were horrific.  
Stories of how they fought are inspiring.  The tale of one 

women remaining behind so that a fellow agent could 

escape as she held off the enemy until her ñTommy Gunò 

ran out of ammunition is a testament to her beliefs, brav-
ery and determination to go on fighting in spite of the 

odds.    

 
I couldnôt help but think during Grahamôs presentation 

how fortunate we are as Americans, that no major con-

flict has landed on our shores.  I canôt imagine how diffi-
cult it was, as an American, to leave loved ones to go and 

fight on foreign soil.  No doubt in Grahamôs homeland it 

was shear terror to wake up in the middle of the night as 

V-1 and later V-2 rockets slammed into homes and other 
buildings.  If this wasnôt enough, enemy aircraft con-

stantly challenged the skills of Spitfire pilots.        

 
Grahamôs presentation ended with a poem that captures 

the essence of those fighting for a cause that is greater 

than themselves. 
 

 The life that I have is all that I have 

 And the life that I have is yours 

 The love that I have of the life that I have        
 Is yours and yours and yours 

 

 A sleep I shall have, a rest I shall have 
 And death will be but a pause 

 For the years I shall have in the long green grass 

 Are yours and yours and yours. 

 
       

 

 Thanks Graham for a great presentation.  It was 
thought provoking and is reminder to all of us of all 

those that have defended our freedoms, many with their 

lives. 
 



HAPPY BUCKS 

  

J Bill Hall after wisely selecting the winning 50/50 

ticket, and giddy with school boy excitement, donated 

a few Happy Bucks to the cause, because...; 

J Paul Ketterman proclaimed a great job done by the 

Rotary Little League team.  Although they lost 6 ï 4, 

everyone put up a good game; 

J Mark Grim proudly announced an award received by 

the Adams County Courthouse for implementing 

changes to the courthouse designed to reduce tax-

payer costs and increase efficiencies.  The work by 
employees of the courthouse was fast, focused and 

furious!  Good job! 

J Barb Ernico offered two Happy Bucks because of her 

easy departure from England, which was not        
hampered by a belching volcano and the second buck 

was forééééé.?  Barb had a temporary loss of 

Happy Buck Presentation Momentum or HBPM for 

short, as she forgot what the second Happy Buck was 
for.   Thatôs okay.  Weôll re-visit this later.  If we 

donôt forget! 

J Bill Railing touted the very excellent performance of 

Die Fledermaus, which was performed at the Majestic 
Theater;   

J Hereôs Barb again.  Barb, without notes, recalled 

what her second Happy Buck was for.  It was in   

celebration of being successfully fitted, by Dr. Hirsh, 
for multi-focal contact lenses.  I donôt know how 

Barb could have forgotten this!  Although, I thought I    

noticed that she was looking for her glasses possibly 

in an effort to retrieve a note from her pocket book 
reminding her of what the second happy buck was 

for.      

J Ken Farabaugh offered a Happy Buck for a successful 

clean up at Camp Happy Valley.  He thanked several         
Rotarians for their help and support.  Thanks to Mark 

Grim, Jim Roach, Mike Hanson, John Kramb and 

Chris Cascone.  And, special thanks to Connie      
Farabaugh for keeping these titans fueled with food; 

J President John offered a Happy Buck for Ken      

Farabaughôs display confidence by allowing him to 

operate a chain saw at Camp Happy Valley during the 

clean up.  From the look on Kenôs face, Iôm not sure 
he knew John was parading around with a chain saw.  

Well, at least nothing happened that would make it 

necessary to change the name of the camp; 

 

A Joke from one that doesnõt  
remember jokes all too well 

 
 

This man buys a pet parrot and brings him 
home.  But the parrot starts cursing him and us-
ing terrible language and insulting his wife, so 
finally the man picks up the parrot and throws 
him in the freezer to teach him a lesson.  
 
He hears the parrot squawking and screaming in 
there for a while, and then all of a sudden the 
parrot is quiet.  So the man opens the freezer 
door, and the parrot walks out, looks up at him, 
and says, ñI apologize for offending you, and I 
humbly ask for your forgiveness.ò 
 
The man says, ñWell, thank you, I forgive you.ò 
 
And the parrot says, ñIf you donôt mind me ask-
ing, what did the chicken do?ò 
 

   

 

 

Words to the Wise 
 

Greenôs Rule:  What large print giveth,  
the small print taketh away.  
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THE COMMUNITY MIXER  

 
The Membership Committee is sponsoring a 
social evening to introduce potential Rotarians 

to Gettysburg Rotary ð as well as to have a 

time of fellowship for club members and 

spouses/guests. 
 

YOUR JOB: 

1. INVITE  someone you think would be an 
asset to Gettysburg Rotary to join us on 

April 23.  Give him/her a copy of the 

newsletter with Mixer details.  
 

2.   Be sure to COME and bring your             

  significant other! 

 

DEADLINE for Reservationsð 

Please RSVP to Jennifer, 334-

1205, by  
THIS Friday, 23rd.  

  

SAVE THE DATE  
PLEASE HELP ADVERTISE THE PASTA DINNER 


